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1.                                                                    Introduction 
 
Hello, and thank you for taking a moment to learn about our parish! It is our very sincere hope that this brief 
parish profile provides you not only with an understanding of the worshiping community here at St. James 
Episcopal Church, but also perhaps a degree of kinship with us.  As Paul affirmed to the members of the 
church in Ephesus that they were “members of the household of God,” we hope that you will likewise feel at 
least a bit more at home with our congregation after reading through this profile. 
 

 
 

Who We Are  
 
A friendly atmosphere prevails in our parish, and we really do enjoy each other not only in social gatherings 
but also in worship and study and outreach.  We are an inclusive bunch, and our worshiping community is as 
welcoming of others as ever. Indeed, one of the key takeaways from a recent parish survey indicated that 
there is a healthy tolerance of differing opinions and beliefs. 

  
                                                  The Gospel lesson                                       Families enjoy bringing pets on St. Francis’ Day! 



   
Welcoming our newest member, Eamon Paris, to the congregation 

 

While we have about a dozen children and youth, St. James can be characterized as a mature congregation. 
There has been a trend away from that unhappy situation that plagues some “older” churches where only a 
few influential members or families hold sway.  Nearly everyone in our small congregation pitches in, voices 
opinions and makes their mark.  We are very much a worship family, filled with parishioners who work 
together according to their spiritual gifts within the church and in the community writ large.  There is room, 
though, for our new rector to help us to attract more and younger members to join in God’s work at St. James. 
 
Our parish has a particular zeal for liturgical worship.  We appreciate both Rite 2 & Rite 1 and enjoy Morning 
Prayer, Evening Prayer, Blessing of the Animals and Compline on an occasional basis. Within that paradigm are 
a host of individuals who utilize their particular spiritual giftings in a fashion that makes the church service 
anything but “going through the motions.” In fact, the survey we conducted recently revealed that most of our 
parishioners feel that our church does a good job of supporting those in their respective ministerial functions. 
These people are reminded that they are, indeed, making a difference. Even those whose involvement in a 
worship service is limited to being a part of the congregation feel that our services are exceptional in both 
quality and spiritual content. 

 



3.                                                            Where We Came From 
 

In 1842, a group of persons began meeting as an Episcopal congregation at various sites in Greeneville with 
priests from Knoxville and Abingdon, Virginia occasionally visiting.  By 1848, a “sufficient number of intelligent 
people in the town to constitute a respectable congregation” was admitted as Greeneville Parish by the 
diocesan convention and a lay reader appointed.  Plans were made to build a church and call a minister, the 
first being the Rev. William H. Good from 1849 to 1851.  Land near the center of town, money and lumber 
were donated by Dr. Alexander Williams, and the church building, which cost $2000 to construct, was 
consecrated as “St. James Parish” in August 1850 by Bishop Otey.  The structure included walnut pews, the 
seats and backs of which were each made of single planks of walnut, pine floors and woodwork of hand-hewn 
walnut and poplar.  The 1852 parochial report listed 34 regular communicants. 
 
From 1858 to 1892, the church reverted to just a mission, which reflects the ebb and flow of membership in 
these early decades.  Services were held monthly when priests could come from other cities to officiate or 
sometimes not at all.  During these decades of turbulence for our nation and especially the South, St. James 
occasionally was closed. 
 

In 1892, the Rev. Alexander Killeffer from St. John’s Church in nearby Johnson City became vicar of St. James at 
which point the building was modified and programs expanded to include a choir, Sunday school and altar 
guild.  Our little church thrived for a period, but from 1901 to 1936 it again had no priest, and services were 
provided by visiting clergy. 
 

 
St. James and Church Street on a snowy day 



4. 
The church began to rebound after decades of malaise in 1937 with the appointment of Rev. Joseph Kellerman 
and has continued as a vibrant parish ever since.  In celebration of our centennial in 1950, the building was 
again renovated and expanded with the addition of a new sanctuary, sacristy and side chapel.  The painting 
above the altar was done in oil and gold by Sister Mary Veronica (considered to be one of the best 
ecclesiastical painters of the 20th century) and the entire altarpiece was carved by local craftsmen.  The old 
“slave gallery” was converted to a choir loft, and the rectory next door was converted (over several years) to 
our Parish Hall with a full kitchen, four Sunday School rooms, nursery, music room, library, gathering hall, 
bathrooms and offices.  The lovely English Close is a small garden in between the church and Parish Hall; 
members may be buried there.  In 1994 after a major funding campaign, a very fine organ was built and 
installed in the choir loft by the Schantz Organ Company of Ohio. 

     
                                  The Sanctuary                                                      The 1850’s “slave gallery” now houses the choir loft and Schantz organ. 

St. James Parish has a long and strong history of lovely music.  We still proudly maintain the original organ 
installed when the church was consecrated (you can see it on the lower right in the above photo), but our new 
organ combined with an extraordinarily dedicated organist/choirmaster and choir has provided our parish 
with exceptional music to accompany our services.  The recent survey made clear that excellent music is a 
highly-appreciated priority for us. 

 



5. 
The last 60 years have been a time of overall stability for our parish, though we had to deal on  two occasions 
with dissatisfaction with priests: once in the early 1980s and again around 2000.  These were times of difficulty 
for us as one might expect, but the Diocesan staff and Bishops were helpful in the resolution of resulting 
polarities and personal distress.  Policy changes in The Episcopal Church also had impact on some members 
here, namely the consecration of an openly gay bishop and recognition of same-sex marriage.  Some viewed 
these actions positively, some negatively, and we lost a few families at least temporarily over this. 
 
St. James remains the only Anglican congregation in Greene County. 

 

We cherish our historic building as it embodies the dedication of past generations of members who through 
the long years were able to keep St. James as an Episcopal presence in Greeneville.  We are vividly reminded 
by this that our church is made up of far more than bricks and walnut planks (all kept in good shape).  We the 
parishioners are the church and God’s arm in Greeneville, extending His love to each other and to those 
around us. 
 
 

 
The Procession 



6.                                                                  How We Worship 
 
We are a parish with a great deal of respect for the liturgy and an appreciation for what could be dubbed 

historic faith. Nevertheless, we are not so bound to tradition that we do not have our eyes fixed on the future.  

 

Children’s choir gathered around our historic, original organ 

The high quality of the music at St. James is a tribute not only to the work of our excellent choir and organist 

but also the congregation which enthusiastically joins in the hymns and responses.  Our children’s choir is 

especially appreciated, and the Christmas Pageant that the youth put on this year was lively, fun and well-

performed! Many respondents to our survey noted their appreciation for the wonderful music and liturgical 

program here at St. James as noted already.  While our humble parish does have an eye on reaching out to the 

community, it is unlikely that many would be willing to abandon the current, traditional music in favor of 

something more trendy, even if it might appeal to a younger audience. In truth, the quality of our music 

ministry is such that we likely would not have to do so. 

 
Passing the Peace is a moment in the service that we particularly enjoy 

Passing the Peace takes rather a long time with many members crossing here and there and everywhere to 

shake hands and hug each other.  We currently use exclusively Rite 2, though the recent survey showed that a  



7.       majority would like to occasionally use the older, more poetic Rite 1.  Our congregation isn’t easily 

categorized as either “high” or “low,” but we do appreciate good hymns, the wonderful Episcopal service 

music and our Sanctus Bell.   

 
The Epistle 

We enjoy learning and discussion groups and have a very active lay Bible Study on Tuesday nights as well as a 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast on Tuesday mornings.  We had a very engaging adult Sunday School between the two 

services for a couple of years, but it is not currently meeting.  In the survey, 40% are enthusiastic about adult 

Sunday School resuming while another 40% like the idea but doubt they would realistically be able to attend. 

 
The Tuesday evening Bible Study where debate and various perspectives & insights are welcome 



8.                                       How St. James Works in Our Community 
 
Our parish is more active through various ministerial outreach efforts than one might expect from a small 

church.  We “box above our weight,” but our typically reserved, Episcopalian character means that we don’t 

toot our own horns as loudly as we might and are not well known in the community around us.  Recently, 

however, our interim priest has made a concerted effort to allow those in the surrounding area to know us 

better, which the congregation appreciates. 

Previously, the sacrament of Holy Communion was only rarely provided to those who couldn’t get to a church 

service.  Under the leadership of our interim priest, Eucharistic visitors have begun delivering the bread and 

wine to the sick and homebound.  According to our survey, most parishioners feel that there is a genuine care 

and concern among our members in times of personal need; 33% agreed with this statement, and 38% 

strongly agreed. We are a tightly-knit spiritual community, and we hope to swell our ranks with new, energetic 

folks. This process has begun under our interim priest and is one we hope will continue. 

Our new rector will have a significant foundation of outreach upon which to help us build. For many years, the 

Outreach Committee at St. James has been involved in the community through a myriad of efforts, such as 

monthly food collection for the area Food Bank (bags of sugar one month, canned vegetables the next, etc), 

participation in a summer “Feed the Children” program managed by the Laughlin Hospital Foundation, and our 

partnership with the Tabernacle Mission Weekly Soup Kitchen which St. James members run on the third 

Wednesday of each month, feeding between 140-160 people on average.  

    
The volunteers also pack meals to take to many families cannot come to the Tabernacle Soup Kitchen themselves. 

Most recently, the members of St. James spearheaded a countywide effort to provide police and firemen with 

Narcan (an easily administered but expensive narcotic antidote), in hopes that those who overdose in our 

rural county might not be lost but instead revived by quick administration of the drug.  Many other outreach 

efforts are underway at St. James (more than we knew before sitting down to write this profile!).  We provide 

the Christmas gifts for two local families via an Angel Tree each year.  We work with the Seventh-Day 

Adventist’s Community Services Center and the Child Advocacy Center.  Alcoholics Anonymous, a Book Club, 

the Greeneville Women’s Club and Greeneville Hiking Club meetings are held during the week in our Parish 

Hall.  We give stocked backpacks to needy elementary school children and help support Palestinian olive 

farmers through an annual olive oil sale.  We work with Main Street Greeneville’s historical tours and events.   



9. 

The people of St. James also are always quick to respond to ad hoc crises as we become aware of them.  For 

example, some members recently drove to flooded Baton Rouge with a van full of supplies.  We were able to 

buy a car for someone in need recently.  Our most recent auction of donated items raised $5000, much of this 

going to members of Trinity Church in Gatlinburg who were burned out of their homes last November.  This 

overview gives a snapshot into the spiritual core of our parish, and communicates how this congregation is 

aware that Christians are the hands of Jesus in the world around us. 

 

 
We actually had a professional Auctioneer! 

 

 
Our parishioners enjoy the food and fellowship as much as they do the auction. 

 

 

 



10.                                      How We Enjoy Our Parish & Each Other 
 

We take every opportunity to get together for fellowship and worship. We love to celebrate 
graduations and birthdays, host receptions and recitals, enjoy the Social Minute (coffee hour) which 
follows the 10:30AM service, having our lively annual Outreach Auction and St. James’ Day picnic 
blowout. 
 
We even look forward to Lent with its Shrove Tuesday gumbo and Lenten Wednesday Evening Prayer 
& soup suppers. 
  
Our Caring Committee provides food for sick members and orchestrates care for those bereaved by 
the death of loved ones, and also hosts birthday receptions. Our Eucharistic Visitors bring 
communion and love to those members of our parish who are unable to attend the worship services.  

 

 
The “Social Minute” after the 10:30 service is typically very lively 

 

   
This is a parish that definitely enjoys chatting, eating and laughing with each other 

 



              

                                                                                                           Blessing of the Animals       
 

   
                                                                                                                 Iguana, Gila Monster or baby Dragon? 

 



 
Celebrating the High School graduation of one of our Youth 

 

   
    It’s not always easy getting to that piece of cake! 

 



13.                                                             Where We Live 
 

 
 

Greeneville is a lovely, historic town of about 15,000 people nestled at the feet of the Appalachian Mountains, 
and we are proud to have been included in lists such as “The 100 Best Small Towns in America”, “America’s 
Most Charming Small Towns and Villages” and “The 50 Best Small Southern Towns”.  The county seat of 
Greene County (population 70,000) and the capitol of the “Lost State of Franklin”, Greeneville is the second-
oldest city in Tennessee, founded in 1783.  It is a presidential town:  Andrew Johnson, Abraham Lincoln’s 
successor, lived here, worked here and is buried here. Greeneville is about 40 miles south of the Virginia 
border, 15 miles north of the North Carolina state line and 11/2  hours east of Knoxville. 
 

        
                   President Andrew Johnson                                                                          Ye Olde Towne Gate 



 
A view of our picturesque Main Street 

 

Located between two mountain ranges (Bays on the north and Unaka on the south), the valleys and rolling 
hills in which Greeneville is located enjoy a generally mild climate, although we do get hot periods in the 
summer and cold spells with snow in the winter each year.  Spring and fall are usually long and enjoyable. 
 
The mountains and nearby rivers and TVA lakes provide opportunities for hiking, fishing, kayaking, sailing, 
hunting & camping.  Some of the best fly-fishing sites in the southeast United States are within an easy drive, 
and the Appalachian Trail winds through our mountains.  The Great Smoky Mountain National Park is only a 
short drive to the southwest, and much of southern Greene County is located in the Cherokee National Forest.    
The ski resorts of North Carolina are an easy drive.  Bicycling is popular on local and mountain roads. 
 
East Tennesseans in general cherish their historic roots; Greeneville and surrounding areas were intimately 
involved in the Revolutionary and Civil Wars.  The city and county are named in honor of General Nathaniel 
Greene in honor of his stellar military service under George Washington.  Numerous skirmishes with the 
British were fought in the immediate area.  Davy Crockett was born in Greene County. 
 
During the Civil War, families were more torn apart here than in most other areas of the South, and spirits 
often ran high with brother against brother, neighbor against neighbor.  East Tennessee actually voted to 
remain in the Union at the Greeneville Convention when Tennessee seceded, but the South responded with 
an armed force to convince them that this would not be tolerated.  The resolution to remain in the Union “was 
referred to committee.”  Our county courthouse is the only one in America with monuments to both the 
Union and the Confederacy on the front lawn. 
 
Two public school systems are located in the area as well as several private ones.  The Greeneville City School 
system has long been accorded excellent ratings by various groups and recently was found to be the best 
public school system in the entire state of Tennessee by BusinessInsider.com.  The County system is served by 
four high schools and numerous lower level schools.  
 
Sports are a big part of life in Greene County.  All high schools have thriving sports programs, and the YMCA 
hosts adult leagues for soccer and many other team sports.  Greeneville High School’s outstanding football 
team has won the district and state championships a few times in the past decade. Young people and adults 
are involved in soccer, football, baseball, and basketball with the Rec. Department and the YMCA.  Tusculum 
College opens its  indoor soccer facility to the YMCA during the winter season.  



15. 
Tusculum College, a liberal arts school founded in 1794, is located on Greeneville’s eastern border. It is home 
to the Greeneville Astros, a minor league team attached to the Houston Astros, and going to the baseball 
games is a popular pastime.  Walters State Community College is rapidly completing a lovely downtown 
campus which will enhance Main Street redevelopment efforts. 
 

 
 
Our small town boasts two excellent community hospitals complete with MRIs, PET scanners, Cardiac 
catheterization lab, Wound Centers & hyperbaric oxygen.  Over 90 physicians serve Greeneville and provide 
high level general and subspecialty care.  For more highly specialized care, referral hospitals are located 
nearby. 
 
Greeneville’s court system comprises the Municipal and County/State court systems, and Greeneville is also 
the location of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court and the U.S. Federal Court for the Eastern District of Tennessee. 
 
Greeneville is known for its friendly people and easygoing style.  The cost of living is quite low, at least in part 
because Tennessee has no state income tax.  Housing is generally affordable.  Greeneville has excellent fire 
and police departments.  The police department has been challenged during recent years by the opioid & 
methamphetamine drug epidemics which have effected so many communities across the country.  
 
(Don’t skip this part – we’re really proud of our NPAC!) 
The arts “are alive” in Greeneville.  The Niswonger Performing Arts Center hosts a surprising array of very 
famous performers on a regular basis (Kansas, Foreigner, Kevin Bacon, Jack Hannah & his animals, Josh Turner, 
the Russian National Ballet, Chinese Acrobats, Annie Moses Band, Gatlin Brothers, Sandi Patty, Straight No 
Chaser, Charlie Daniels Band, Styx, Peter Frampton, Rick Springfield, ZZ Top, Clint Black, Vince Gill, Christopher 
Cross, Cheap Trick, the Temptations, Natalie Grant, Marshall Tucker Band, Boz Scaggs, Huey Lewis & the News, 
Kenny Loggins, Sinbad, REO Speedwagon, Three Dog Night, Francesca Battistelli, Diamond Rio, Mark Lowery 
and Chonda Pierce are some big names who have included Greeneville on their tours the past couple years).  
Greeneville is proud to be the hometown of The Band Perry (Dr. Perry, their father, is a local Pediatrician). 
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Tusculum College has an arts outreach program which for years has performed superb musical and other 
programs using local talent.  The Greeneville Theatre Guild is presently rehabilitating an old building on Depot 
Street for its future home.  The Tusculum Community Chorus will be performing in Ireland and Scotland this 
summer. The Greeneville Arts Council regularly exhibits local and regional artists in the Mason House Gallery 
of the General Morgan Inn.  Several of the above organizations also sponsor summer programs for children 
emphasizing literature, reading, performance, and art classes.  
 
The Greene County Partnership serves as a coordinating organization for the Chamber of Commerce, Tourism, 
Economic Development, Education and Workforce Development, and Keep Greene Clean.   
The Partnership and Main Street Greeneville also sponsor numerous community and sports events each year.  
 
Greeneville has a local daily newspaper, The Greeneville Sun, which is published Monday-Saturday. 
 
Interstate Highway I-81 bisects the northern part of Greene County.  Interstate I-26 comes close to Greeneville 
headed towards North & South Carolina.   
 
Greeneville has a municipal airport serving corporate and personal aircraft.  Tri-Cities Airport (TRI), Knoxville’s 
McGee-Tyson Airport (TYS) and Asheville Airport (AVL) connect us to the world. 
 
Asheville, NC with its renowned craft beers, amazing downtown, romantic getaways, diverse restaurant 
experiences, folk art, River Arts District, Zip lines, Blue Ridge Parkway & Biltmore House is about an hour due 
south of Greeneville. 
 
Useful URLs for additional information: 
 
Town of Greeneville         http://www.greenevilletn.gov  
County of Greene County     http://www.greenecountytngovt.com  
Greene County Partnership    http://www.greenecountypartnership.com  
Greeneville City Schools     http://www2.gcschools.net/  
           http://www.businessinsider.com/best-school-district-in-every-state-2016-4/  
Greene County Schools         http://www.greenek12.org/  
The Greeneville Sun         http://www.greenevillesun.com/  
Great Smoky Mountains          https://www.nps.gov/grsm/index.htm  

 

http://www.greenevilletn.gov/
http://www.greenecountytngovt.com/
http://www.greenecountypartnership.com/
http://www2.gcschools.net/
http://www.businessinsider.com/best-school-district-in-every-state-2016-4/
http://www.greenek12.org/
http://www.greenevillesun.com/
https://www.nps.gov/grsm/index.htm


17.                                              Demographics and Financials 
 

 
163 active members    140 communicants in good standing (127 adults, 13 youth) 
 
Nonmembers who are active: 15  Adults in religious education:  16 
  
Average Sunday attendance: 78  Church School students enrolled:  10 
 
Easter Sunday attendance:  181  Baptisms & Confirmations:  2 
 
Signed pledge cards:  48   Total pledged:  $128,190  (average  $2671) 
 
Sunday Eucharists in 2015: 103     Weekday Eucharists: 34     Private Eucharists: 8 
  



 
 



 



 



 



 



 





25.                                                                 Our Aspirations 
 
The members of our parish give the worship services high praise, yet it is still our hope to provide more 
opportunities for Christian education and spiritual formation at every stage of life.  Children’s Sunday School 
has recently started back up, and many of us many would like to see Adult classes return.  In the meantime, 
the two lay-led Bible study groups that have been gathering faithfully for many years will suffice. 
 
We love our parish and are indeed grateful for the way God moves in our lives through worship services and 
other ministerial opportunities, yet we want more. In terms of offerings of Christian education, those in our 
parish are hungry and capable of wrestling with the more “meaty” topics God wants to challenge us with. So, 
too, are we desirous of building on the youth program to help train them up in the way they should go. 
 

 
Who We Seek 

 

A campaign commercial for JFK once advertised that their candidate was “old enough to know, and young 

enough to do.” Our hope is that our new rector will fit this description, being capable of providing us not only 

with instruction rooted in scripture and sound doctrine, but also having a heart inclined toward pastoral care. 

Per the results of the survey we recently completed, Preaching and Pastoral Care are the two crucial abilities 

we hope for in our new rector.  We have enjoyed outstanding sermons from our previous priest, but a very 

clear majority of the parishioners here feel a hunger for warmth.  Whoever is called to lead us in our spiritual 

journey must challenge us intellectually and support our outreach efforts, but should also be committed to 

pastoral care which has not always been a strength in our parish.   

Our spiritual vitality is high; we want a rector who is capable and willing to match that vitality.  If after 

prayerful consideration you hear God calling you to St. James in Greeneville, then we very much look forward 

to sharing our spiritual journey with you. 

 


